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East Valley school 
officials want a judge to 
overturn an arbitrator’s 
decision that teacher 
Michele Taylor deserves her 
job back despite allegations 
she had inappropriate 
contact with two students.

The 
school 
district has 
filed suit 
in Yakima 
County 
Superior 
Court 
against 
Taylor, 
arguing 
that a 
private 
Portland-
based arbitrator hired 
to consider the district’s 
efforts to fire her incorrectly 
applied the law in deciding 
if she violated school 
policies that warrant 
termination.

The lawsuit contends 
the appropriate legal 
standard is whether Taylor’s 
conduct provides a positive 
educational aspect or 
legitimate professional 
purpose. The district cites 
numerous alleged violations 
by Taylor, who contended 
that her actions were meant 
to counsel the students 
regarding academic issues 
or problems at home.

According to 
Superintendent John 
Schieche’s filings in the 
case, Taylor lied during both 
the criminal trial and the 
discharge appeal, including 
acknowledging that she 
provided inaccurate trial 
testimony regarding who 
had her cell phone when a 
suggestive photo of her and 
another woman was sent to 
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Christmas around 
the Valley: It’s the 
start of the season

White Swan man 
stabbed to death
A 27-year-old White 
Swan man died 
Wednesday night 
after being stabbed 
in the neck, and his 
girlfriend was arrested 
on homicide charges 
Thursday� Gabriel 
Paul’s death is the 26th 
homicide in the county 
this year, not counting 
the deaths of two people 
in a police chase in June� 
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Ayana Gallegos
• Age: 5

• City: Yakima

• Parents: Kalein 
Ramos, and Oscar and 
Alice Ramos

• How do you show 
your holiday spirit? 
Spending time eating 
lots of tamales with 
family.

• View previous selections for 
the Kids’ Christmas Countdown 
at yakimaherald.com.

Christmas

days 
until  22
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historic 4-foot hanging wooden irrigation pipe 
is severed, will be replaced by buried steel pipe

the yakima valley canal co. wood stave siphon
1894 - 2010

it’s history

GORDON KING/Yakima Herald-Republic

A more than century-old irrigation siphon over Cowiche Canyon Road is torn down Thursday to straighten the 
road and make way for steel pipe. The siphon supplied water to the Yakima Valley Canal Co.; the new one will 
be buried underground.

Photo courtesy of the Yakima Valley Museum

This undated photo, looking east from the Garretson 
Grade area, shows the siphon as it goes down, 
across Cowiche Creek, then up the adjacent slope. 
The road pictured is West Powerhouse Road.

YH-R online  
For a photo gallery and video, visit yakimaherald�com�

By DAVID LESTER
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

A track hoe severed more 
than a century of Yakima’s 
history Thursday, a history 
that dates to entrepreneur 
Chester Congdon of Congdon 
Castle fame and other 
pioneering families that 
settled west Yakima.

The track hoe chewed 
through the Yakima Valley 
Canal Co. wood stave siphon 
that for decades hung low 
over Cowiche Canyon Road, 
west of the city.

Essentially a pipe made 
of wood staves bound by 
steel cables, the siphon 
created a traffic hazard for 
motorists and a maintenance 
headache for the canal 
company. Canal officials 
also worried whether a large 
truck might strike the pipe 
and damage it. 

“We have had a lot of 
issues in the early spring 
when we had water drip 

on the county road,” said 
Robert Smoot, manager 
of the 4,300-acre canal 
company that delivers water 
in the West Valley area. “It 
has been a worrisome deal 
with the traffic load, which 
has picked up in recent 
years.”

The 48-inch wood 
siphon will be replaced 
by steel pipe buried 
under the roadway when 
Yakima County’s project 
is completed in time for 
irrigation next year. The 
pipe will emerge from the 
ground on the east side of 
the widened roadway and 
proceed up the hill.

The $875,000 project 
will realign Cowiche 
Canyon Road, eliminating 
the Y intersection with 
Powerhouse Road. Tons of 
rock will be carved away 
to make way for the new 
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files suit 
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teacher 

Retailers smiling as holiday shoppers come out spending
By ANDREA CHANG
LOS AnGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Lured 
by steep discounts, shoppers 
stormed the nation’s 
retailers in November 
— causing retail sales to 
surge 6 percent for the 
most promising start to the 
holiday season in three 
years.

The results surprised 
analysts who had predicted 
a modest, 3.6 percent rise. 
They attributed the gains to 
earlier-than-ever holiday 
promotions, improving 
economic conditions 
and pent-up demand by 
consumers.

“I plan to spend more 
because I did pretty well 

this year,” Mario Calito, 
32, an aerospace engineer, 
said as he shopped recently 
for a laptop computer and 
Blu-ray movies at a Best Buy 
in Burbank, Calif. “I’m very 
optimistic for 2011.”

Retail experts say a 
good holiday season could 
speed up the nation’s tepid 
recovery because consumer 

spending accounts for nearly 
70 percent of U.S. economic 
activity.

A strong start to the 
holidays doesn’t always 
lead to a successful 
season, however, and retail 
analysts note that things 
could still unravel. In 
2008, for example, healthy 
Thanksgiving weekend 

sales weren’t enough to 
save retailers from a rough 
December and the worst 
holiday season in more than 
four decades.

To keep the momentum 
going, merchants will need 
to continue their aggressive 
promotions and discounting, 

Union ready to fight to keep deputy jobs
By MARK MOREY
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

Yakima County’s deputy 
sheriffs union heated up its 
effort to fend off layoffs at the 
end of the year, saying that legal 
action is possible if Sheriff 
Ken Irwin does not reverse his 
decision.

The union’s president 
and attorney issued a news 
release Thursday questioning 
Irwin’s handling of finances 

in the sheriff ’s office and 
suggesting that the layoffs were 
in retaliation for the union’s 
disagreement over how the 
county has used a special 
criminal-justice sales tax.

“They already had hacked 
the sheriff ’s staff enough,” 
union attorney Jim Cline said 

in the news release. “This looks 
like retaliation for the guild 
blowing the whistle on their 
previous spending decisions. 
The Yakima County voters have 
voted for public safety, and they 
deserve to get it.” 

Contacted Thursday evening, 
Irwin said the layoffs were a last 

resort after anticipated federal 
funding fell through late in the 
year. He described as “absurd” 
the union’s contention that the 
layoffs were retaliatory.

“I love my deputies. I want 
them all to have a good, long 
career,” Irwin said, noting that 
it was the first time he had 
had to lay off employees since 
becoming sheriff in 2001. He 

Irwin

It says legal action possible if sheriff  
goes ahead and lays off three deputies
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East Valley says 
arbitrator wrong  
in giving job back 
to Michele Taylor




