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By Blake Aued
blake.aued@onlineathens.com

Athens-Clarke County will
pursue the Georgia Music
Hall of Fame, the county’s
top economic development
officials said Thursday.

But Matt Forshee, the
president of the Athens-
Clarke Economic Develop-
ment Foundation, said he
cannot release any details of
the bid because the hall of
fame’s request for proposals
bars it.

The confidentiality clause
“puts us in a quandary,” For-
shee said.

“We don’t want to hide
anything,” he said. “We can’t
release it. We can’t talk about
it. We can’t do anything, or
we’re disqualified.”

The state sports and music
halls of fame may move
because they are struggling

By Merritt Melancon
merritt.melancon@onlineathens.com

Four of the shopkeepers arrested
in a summer gambling raid in Bar-
row County have pleaded guilty to

single counts of keeping a gambling
establishment.

Barrow County Judge David
Motes sentenced Azim Jivani, Sheel
Shah and Basheer Bhaidani each to
11 months of probation and fined

them $500 after they pleaded guilty
last week.

Motes sentenced Janet Smith to
12 months of probation and fined
her $750 after she pleaded guilty in
October to keeping a gambling

establishment.
Winder police officers and Bar-

row County sheriff’s deputies in June
raided two game rooms and four

By Lee Shearer
lee.shearer@onlineathens.com

The University of Georgia
aims to become a national
and world leader in bioenergy
with the creation of a pro-
posed new institute focusing
on the fast-growing research
field.

Approved at Thursday’s
meeting of the UGA Universi-
ty Council, the Bioenergy Sys-
tems Research Institute will
draw from more than 100
UGA faculty members already
doing bioenergy-related

Staff reports

Drew lost his job when
the recession forced his
employer to cut back, and
suddenly found himself
unable to scrape together
the money he needed to
pay rent.

Drew was facing eviction
and turned to an Athens church for help. 

The church referred him to the Athens
Banner-Herald Empty Stocking Fund,
which provided $100 he needed to meet
his rent payment.

MUSIC ATTRACTION

Athens
will bid
on hall

CHRISTMAS PARADE TAKES DOWNTOWN BY STORM

Photos by Richard Hamm/Staff
Clockwise from above, members of the 501st Legion of Stormtroopers, a “Star Wars” Imperial costuming club, march down the streets of downtown Athens on Thursday
evening during the annual Downtown Parade of Lights; WUOG 90.5 FM staff members ring in the holidays during the parade; and Santa Claus prepares to light the downtown
Christmas Tree with “magic dust” at the close of the Downtown Parade of Lights. n See more photos from the parade in our gallery at www.onlineathens.com.

NEW INSTITUTE

Biofuels
priority
at UGA

n University also making major
engineering push, A10

Fund helps man
who lost his job

By Ryan Blackburn
ryan.blackburn@onlineathens.com 

When it comes to succeeding in
school and in life, the odds are
stacked against poor children. 

They are the least likely to have
books and educational toys at
home, and more likely to come
from single-parent or abusive
homes. 

But in communities that really
focus on addressing the hurdles
poor students face, the work can
pay off, the author of a critically
acclaimed book about education

said Thursday at the University of
Georgia. 

“The many obstacles that poor
children face can absolutely be
overcome,” said Paul Tough, the
author of “Whatever It Takes,” a
book about the successful prac-
tices of the Harlem Children’s
Zone, which since 1990 has helped
some of the nation’s poorest chil-
dren beat the odds and receive
post-secondary schooling. 

“We’re still learning which
interventions work best, but one

HOLIDAY GIVINGDOING ‘WHATEVER IT TAKES’ TO BEAT THE ODDS

Richard Hamm/Staff
Paul Tough, the author of “Whatever
It Takes,” speaks Thursday to a
crowd at the Chapel on the University
of Georgia’s North Campus.

Author: Communities
can lift poor students
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