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FRIED CHICKENS
Auburn serves
up a lickin’ in
SEC title tilt
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T.J. Grimsley of Dillon holds the 2A runner-up trophy after the Wildcats lost to Central High School in the last minutes of the game.
Central defeated Dillon 20-17, killing Dillon’s hopes for a third championship title in a row at Williams-Brice Stadium on Saturday. For
more information and photos of the game, see Sports.

Mom hopes Empty Stocking Fund can help

Dillon’s Tevin McRae waves to the crowd shortly after Dillon got
its first touchdown of the game.

Jabo Lee (2) and a teammate hug after losing the 2A
Championship to Central High School on Saturday.

Wild ride while it lasted
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By Elizabeth Lamb
Morning News
elamb@florencenews.com

FLORENCE — Theresa is a
single mother who has her
hands full year round.

Her 5-year-old son has devel-
opmental delays and autism.

Theresa also must take care
of her other children and deal
with medical conditions of her

own, including arthritis and
living with a pacemaker.

Theresa is only 37, and she
said she’s hoping her family
will overcome this roadblock
in their lives soon.

“Sometimes you just run
short of things, and if you’re
not working, it makes it harder
to reach those needs,” Theresa
said.

She’s glad her children

aren’t hard to please, and that
they only ask for one thing
during the Christmas season.

“They understand mama’s
situation, and it’s great to have
children who say they under-
stand. But it’s still dishearten-
ing for me not to be able to pro-
vide,” Theresa said.

Her autistic son is on the

By Naeem Mcfadden
Morning News
nmcfadden@florencenews.com

MARION — The process of
consolidating Marion County’s
three public school districts is
under way in an effort to stream-
line the educational system.

Now, another endeavor to
pool educational resources in
the county has begun with the creation of the
Swamp Fox Higher Education Center in Mari-
on.

The presidents of Francis Marion University,

By Steffani Nolte
Morning News
snolte@florencenews.com

FLORENCE

I
t’s the time of year when a lot of people
are moved to help people in need. Often
the first thing on a lot of people’s minds
is children and giving to a toy drive, but

what about others?
Organizations like the Florence County

Disabilities and Special Needs Foundation, the
Florence Senior Citizen’s Association and Pee

Dee Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual
Assault, for example, are just some of the
groups seeking donations to help everyone
have a merry Christmas.

The Florence County Disabilities and Spe-
cial Needs Foundation makes a difference in
the lives of the people it serves through its

Make a Difference at Christmas
tree.

“We not only provide services,
we’re their family,” foundation di-
rector Walter Sparrow said. “So

many of us take family for granted. Our folks
have limited or no family, so there isn’t anyone
left to celebrate Christmas with.”

People can donate to the foundation by

TODAY’S WEATHER

DETAILS ON 2A
Breezy, sun, high 50, low 23
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Jack’s comfort shoes

AriAt boots
For Men & Ladies

Heritage Roper

Kim Peed reads wish
lists to decide what

she would like to
donate to the Florence
County Disabilities and

Special Needs
Foundation using
ornaments hung
on the Making a

Difference at Christmas
tree at Carolinas

Hospital System in
Florence on Friday.

Holiday gift giving not always about children

Colleges
unite for
success
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McKenna Dynan reacts as Alex Allen sets their
robotic car on a course at a FIRST Lego League
competition in Florence on Saturday. Dynan and
Allen are students at North Vista Elementary School.

Youths learn
with Legos
By Elizabeth Lamb
Morning News
elamb@florencenews.com

FLORENCE— Two hundred students from
across the area put their heads together to learn
about math, science and technology at this year’s
FIRST Lego League competition in Florence.

Teams met Saturday at the Southeastern In-
stitute of Manufacturing and Technology to
build Lego robots, which were judged on overall
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Christmas season offers
chance to help others in need

Swamp
Fox Higher
Education
Center

Schools establish organization
to improve education in Marion


