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INSIDE THE ZONE
Tom Davis previews the IHSAA football
semistate with NewsChannel 15’s Ross Kinsey

“Severus, Severus Snape!” That
was just one of the chants echoing
across Auditorium 3 at Regal Cine-
mas’ Coldwater Crossing at today’s

midnight premiere of “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hollows: Part 1.” As
early as 10 p.m., moviegoers were
trying to make the wait go by faster
by staging “duels” and singing to-
gether. 

Going to see the films at midnight
has become a ritual for one local
mother and her two sons.

“We’ve gone to every one of them,
since the second movie. It’s like a tra-
dition,” Dorte Moses said, adding

that she hoped to be impressed by
the film.

“It better be good, because I have
to work tomorrow,” she said. 

Moses and her family chose Rave
at Jefferson Pointe, after learning
that Coldwater Crossing was sold
out. 

While Moses hoped to be im-
pressed, others were wary about By Kelly McLendon for The News-Sentinel 

Some fans chose to wear their wizarding best to the midnight
premiere of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1.”

Fun begins long before midnight
showtime for ‘Harry Potter’ fans
Going to see the first
showing has become a
tradition for some.
BY KELLY MCLENDON

features@news-sentinel.com

➤
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NEW YORK — General Motors
stock began trading on Wall Street
again Thursday, signaling the re-
birth of an American corporate
icon that collapsed into bankrupt-
cy and was rescued with a $50 bil-
lion infusion from taxpayers. 

The stock rose sharply in its
first minutes of buying and sell-
ing, going for nearly $36 per share
— almost $3 more than the price
GM set for the initial public offer-
ing. The stock pulled back slightly
by early afternoon and closed at
$34.19. It had traded for less than
a dollar when the old company fil-
ed for bankruptcy last year. 

On the floor of the New York
Stock Exchange, a crowd eight
deep jostled around the company’s
trading post, adorned with its fa-
miliar blue-square logo with an
underlined “GM.” CEO Dan Aker-
son rang the opening bell as rau-

cous cheers went up and the sound
of a Chevrolet Camaro’s revving
engine echoed through the room. 

The government hopes that the
stock offering will be the first step
toward ultimately breaking even
on the bailout. For that to happen,
it needs to sell its remaining GM
holdings for an average of roughly
$50 a share over the next several
years. 

President Obama said GM’s re-
turn to trading shows the “tough
decisions that we made” during
the financial crisis were paying
off. He said Americans are posi-
tioned to recover the money his
administration put into GM. 

Ron Bloom, Obama’s senior ad-
viser for the auto industry, refused
to predict whether taxpayers
would get all $50 billion money
back. 

In the initial offering, the gov-
ernment reduced its ownership
stake from 61 percent to about 36
percent. The federal treasury sold

358 million shares of the resurrec-
ted GM — which is smaller, profit-
able and cleansed of most of its
debt. If bankers exercise options
to buy and resell more shares, the
government will wind up selling
more than 400 million shares, re-
ducing the stake to 33 percent of
GM. 

“There’s a lot of work to do, but
today is the beginning of the new
company,” said Mark Reuss, GM’s
North American president. 

The reduced government stake
should help repair the company’s
image, which had been tarnished
by accepting the bailout money,
Akerson told reporters. 

“They have taken their owner-
ship down by roughly half,” he
said. “I would say that the average
taxpayer in the United States
would look at this particular
transaction as very positive.” 

OBAMA: ‘TOUGH DECISIONS’ PAYING OFF

By The Associated Press 

General Motors CEO Daniel Akerson sits in a 2011 Chevrolet Camaro parked in front of the New York Stock Ex-
change after GM’s initial public offering Thursday in New York. 
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GM roars back
onto Wall Street

Stock jumps early in company’s return to trading
BY BERNARD CONDON

of The Associated Press

The cost of renovating the
City-County Building could ex-
ceed estimates by more than $1
million because, until recently,
no one apparently considered
the expense of dealing with asbe-
stos in the 40-year-old structure.

“Why not? That’s a fair ques-
tion, and a disappointment,”
said Larry Brown, the Allen
County Council member most
closely involved in planning the
building’s conversion into a
headquarters for city and county
police. County Council has
agreed to spend about $3 million
on the project, but Brown said
the containment, removal and
replacement of asbestos could
add “$1 million to $2 million” to

the price.
The presence of asbestos in the

nine-story building is hardly a
secret. In 1996, for example, The
News-Sentinel reported that the
removal of the hazardous mate-

rial during reno-
vations tempo-
r a r i l y f o r c e d
some offices to
move. The pre-
vious year it was
reported that
the Indiana Oc-
c u p a t i o n a l
H e a l t h a n d

Safety Administration had in-
spected the building after tele-
phone crews discovered asbestos
falling from a ceiling. And the
year before that, the state De-
partment of Health had tested
the building’s air and declared it
asbestos-free after other work-
ers discovered the material.

Even so, Brown said, the issue 
➤
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Asbestos could
add $1M to cost
of renovation
Hazardous material in
City-County Building
not factored in budget.
BY KEVIN LEININGER

kleininger@news-sentinel.com

Brown

A day that began with a juror
being relieved of duty ended with
Khristopher Harvey being con-
victed of the 2009 murder of Mau-
rio K. Edwards.

A mostly filled and silent court-
room Thursday in Allen Superior
Court heard jury members each
confirm that he or she voted to
find Harvey guilty during polling
requested by defense counsel Mi-
chelle Kraus. It illustrated that a
case acknowledged to have been
built and tried on circumstantial
evidence could still lead to convic-
tion.

The final day of the three-day
trial began with Allen Superior
Court Judge Fran Gull asking

each juror if he or she heard com-
ments from another member of
the jury – who was dismissed –
who claimed to have had a friend
convicted of murder and who said
that Harvey’s case was, as Gull
phrased the question, “cut and
dried.”

Multiple ju-
rors confirmed
they did hear all
or part o f the
comments, but
a l l s a i d t h e y
could set those
opinions aside
and deliberate
the case fairly,

prompting Gull to reject the no-
tion of a mistrial and order the
trial to continue.

In closing arguments, Allen
County Deputy Prosecutor Jef-
frey Stineburg detailed how Har-
vey, 23, after being dropped off by 
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Circumstantial case
ends in conviction

Harvey

Khristopher Harvey
found guilty in 2009
murder.
BY ELBERT STARKS III
estarks@news-sentinel.com


